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PINE GROVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN NEELYTON

"Look what I found! Another tire! Here's a perfectly
good garbage can lid. What about
these almost new windshield wip-
ers in a box?"

These were some of the com-
ments as members of the Pine
Grove Presbyterian Church put
their faith into action on Earth
Day Sunday. Around twelve
members clad in red vests and
white gloves were filling trash
bag after trash bag filled with de-
bris from Route 641 near their church.

Worship had started at 9:30 in the morning with Scrip-
ture readings from the "Green Bible" published by the
National Council of Churches, and consideration of
long ovetlooked portions of Scriptutre such as Mark's
commission to "preach the Gospel to all creation." The

AND IN THE
FLOWERS AND
CLOUDS AND

STARS."

"GOD WRITES THE
GOSPEL, NOT IN
THE BIBLE ALONE,
BUT ALSO IN TREES,

MARTIN LUTHER

Sunday School class of two children had made lovely

Earth Day cards for parishioners.

A tree dedication followed the worship service as

members gathered around a new evergreen tree pur-

chased and planted by two members. Another mem-
ber had planted hyacinths and tulips in front of the
church that were blooming in all their glory. Looking
over the scenery before us, we remembered the
words of Martin Luther. "God writes the gospel, not
in the Bible alone, but also in trees, and in the flow-
ers and clouds and stars."

After a lunch of homemade soup and sandwiches,
members left clean up the roadside and put their faith
into action. The words of Jurgen Moltmann challenge
us all. "It is the beginning of a life and death struggle
for creation on this earth!"

Alice Hope Meloy

BOARD OF PENSIONS REGIONAL BENEFITS UPDATE

Three persons from our presbytery, Liz Armstrong,
Doug Friant, and Joy Kaufmann, recently attended the
annual Board of Pensions Regional Benefits Event in
Tampa, FL. The Board staff shared lots of information
about pastors’ and other plan members’ benefits. So
here, in no particular order, are some of the tidbits our
representatives to the event picked up.

Long-Term Care Insurance Open Enrollment — 1f
you needed long-term care, could your household af-
ford it? Or would you need to spend down all your life
savings until you qualified for federal benefits? The
BoP is offering long-term care insurance through CNA,
without needing to prove good health, from now
through May 31. There are four levels of daily benefits
available. The premiums will be based upon the Plan
member’s age and amount of coverage chosen.

The still new Website — The BoP reworked its web-
site last year. There are several new features. Go to
www.pensions.org to find the webpage. You can find
forms for life stages and events, a page for treasurers
and administrators, various calculators (dues, Total Ef-
fective Salary, optional death coverage, optional dental
coverage and simple savings), and various interesting
and informative features. Go play with the webpage!
1t’s fun.

Smart Choices 24-hour Nurse Line — 24/7 nurse
consultation available at 800-237-3015.

CIGNA Behaviorial Health — up to six free phone
counseling phone calls, confidential counseling/referral
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service, financial and legal help, even help with pet-
sitting — 866-640-2772.

Electronic newsletters — weekly newsletters about
maintaining good health/reducing risk factors and a
weekly recipe

Nationwide Median Effective Salary — for pas-
tors, the 2009 median is $50,800. This is a key num-
ber, because if a pastor earns below the median,
upon that pastor’s retirement or disability, the de-
nomination “pulls the pastor up” to denominational
median for benefits caluculation. It truly is the larger
churches carrying the smaller churches in order that
all the servants of the church receive a decent living
amount in retirement or disability.

Pension Plan Funding — At yearend, in spite of the
terrible market year, the pension plan was still fully
funded. While our funds went down along with eve-
ryone else’s, we were still better than major market
indices in almost every case. The Plan is extremely
well managed.

Liz Armstrong is our presbytery’s Board of Pension
liaison, so if you have questions at any time during
the year about the BoP and the benefits it offers its
members, please do not hesitate to call the presby-
tery office and ask for Liz. The number at the office
is 814-742-2200.

In Christ, Joy Kaufmann



YOUR INVITATION TO SPEND “AN EVENING WITH FRIENDS”

How often do you enjoy quality
time with good friends? On
Sunday September 13, 2009,
your friends at the Presbyterian
Homes will offer you an oppor-
tunity to experience a memora-
ble evening of fun, fellowship
and food through the 19th an-
nual Benevolent Care Dinner to
be held in the spacious Com-
mons Dining Room located on
the campus of Westminster
Woods Retirement Village in
Huntingdon.

Hosted this year by members of
the Woodland Retirement
Community Auxiliary, this
event promises to continue the
tradition of providing challeng-
ing words, tantalizing cuisine
and inspiring people. The high-
light of our program will be the
presentation of the Meritorious
Service Award to one Auxiliary
member and one Volunteer
who have luminously demon-
strated the dual qualities of
compassion and commitment
when connecting with residents.

For those with adventurous ap-
petites, our dining services team

from CURA Hospitality will be un-
veiling their “Flavors of the World”
food medley.

This year our keynote speaker will be
Tim Cutrley, Athletic Director for
Penn State University.
With over 15 years
experience in his posi-
tion, Mr. Curley un-
derstands how to
work with coaches,
administrators, stu-

ers from inside and

outside the sports

world. This understanding will en-
able him to present a message
closely tied into the Dinner’s pur-
pose of honoring those who have
committed time and talent to benefit
and brighten the lives of our resi-
dents.

The evening will also provide enter-
taining music, updates on mission
support of the four Homes in the
Presbytery, a thoughtful message
from CEO Steve Proctor, and grate-
ful recognition of those generous
donors in the Dysart and John P.
Martin Societies.

GREETINGS FROM THE POTTER FAMILY

Greetings from Chiang Mai, Thai-
land. As we write this, we are well
into the hot season here and any
and every breeze or raindrop is
welcome. Unfortunately they are
few and far between. However, by
the middle of June the rainy season
will be well underway and the heat
will get doused every now and
again by rain.

It has been a difficult first year for
Lance. There were many positive
experiences and confirmations that
he was really called to be here, but
also there have been some negative
episodes as well. He has faced re-

sistant and at times unprofessional staff
members, a lack of policies and proce-
dure to guide the running of the school,
no administrative assistant, and his inca-
pacitating back injury. We are encour-
aged, however, by the prayers of those
both here and back in Pennsylvania, a
supporttive school board, and the pros-
pect of some experienced, mature,
Christian teachers joining the staff next
year. Lance could not have asked for a
better hiring season and we are con-
vinced that God’s hand is at work bring-
ing the type of people to Chiang Mai
International School that will help it
grow into the type of school that will
bring honor and glory to God and pro-

THROUGH THE
GENEROSITY OF THOSE
WITHIN THE HUNTINGDON
PRESBYTERY, NO RESIDENT
HAS EVER HAD TO LEAVE
ANY OF OUR HOMES
BECAUSE THEY HAVE
dent athletes and oth- T [VED THEIR FINANCES.

The proceeds of this Dinner will be
used to provide charitable care for the
residents of the four regional Homes-
Presbyterian Village at Hollidaysburg,
Westminster Woods in Huntingdon,
Windy Hill Village in
Philipsburg, and
Woodland Retirement
Community in Orbi-
sonia- who have ex-
hausted their financial
resources. Through
the generosity of
those within the Hun-
tingdon Presbytery,
no resident has ever had to leave any
of our Homes because they have out-
lived their finances. Please consider
spending “An Evening with Friends”
this year and invite your friends to
share in the experience. Cost of the
tickets are $100 per person. Seating is
limited so get your reservation in now.
Send reservations to:

PRESBYTERIAN SENIOR LIVING
MISSION SUPPORT OFFICE
220 NEWRY STREET
HOLLIDAYSBURG, PA 16648
ATTN. TIM ALLISON REG. DIR.
814-693-4024

vide a first rate international school edu-
cation to its students.

The Thai school year begins in May and
ends in March, but the school calendar
for Chiang Mai International School
follows closer to the one you’re familiar
with in PA. That said, Lance is very
busy with the end of school year activi-
ties and has just completed hiring the
teachers needed for next year. Our three
oldest children (Elizabeth, Riley, and
Jenae) are finishing their school year
great experiences and all four (including
Callie) are excited about the coming
school year too, which is great news as a
patent.

CONT. ON PAGE 5
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KRISLUND KORNER
SUCCESSFUL SPRING WORK DAYS

THANK YOU to all those who have
come to Krislund this spring for our
annual Work Day on May 2nd and nu-
merous other “unofficial” work days.
What progress has been made!

It truly was a blessing to have over 140
people come on the 2nd and give of
their time to complete many of the
projects on our list! This was one of
the biggest turnouts we’ve ever had
and much was accomplished thanks to

the efforts of these dedicated
- individuals. Of coutse, there is
gl still much to be done so

if you have time to give.

A whole bus-load of volun-
teers from the “Lend A

# Hand” group in the Harris-
burg area came. Many of these
folks are not affiliated with a
Presbyterian church and had
never been to Krislund before
but they came out of the goodness of
their hearts and their work was very
much appreciated..

Barry and Linda Vance have been
leading an effort to grade and re-seed
the earth dug up during the installa-
tion of the new water line that runs
along the main camp road. Thanks
also go to those Work Day crews who
helped so wonderfully well with the
rock picking/raking/earth smooth-

SUMMER CAMP OPENINGS STILL AVAILABLE

Over 300 campers have signed up for the 2009 season but there is still time to
reserve your spot. Many camps sell out so visit our website ASAP to sign up for

your choice of Krislund summer fun!

Our lineup of counselors is filling in fast with many of your favorites returning
to Christ’s valley along with some talented and enthusiastic newcomers.

Please encourage your friends, the youth of your church and the kids in your
community to join us for a great time at Krislund this summer!

Learn all about our offerings and register online at www.krislund.org.

WE NEED TO PICKUP
A PICKUP !

Krislund Camp is praying that
someone can donate 2 2001 or newer
four-wheel drive pickup truck to
replace our old truck. We hope to find
one with under 100,000 miles that is in
good mechanical condition and has a
current PA State Inspection.

Please contact Kent Rishel via email at
kentrishel@ktislund.org or at the
Camp Office (814-422-8878) if you
can assist with this need.

oo

ing/grass seeding/straw spitting
project. Even Joy Kaufmann,
Huntingdon General Presbyter,
has added “rock picking” to her
resumel!

As this is written, less than two
weeks after the Work Day, grass
has already begun to sprout! This
work was reminiscent of the early
days at Krislund, back in the
1960s, when volunteers re-seeded
large areas of lawn after the origi-
nal swimming pool was installed.
The long house construction
project is progressing nicely
thanks to many workers from all
three Presbyteries. We don’t have
the names of everyone who has
worked on them but we do know
that a crew led by Ken Elledge
did a great job as have crews led
by Harold Nightwine, Phil
Spangler and Kevin Lloyd.

HELP WANTED

We still have openings for male
counselors, adventure team mem-
bers, one communications team
member, a few nurses and chap-
lains and an urgent need for some
kitchen volunteers. Contact Art
DeVos, Program Director, at the
camp office or by email at artde-
vos@krislund.org for details.

CARLISLE HOSTS BALLPARK TRIP
Funds to benefit Krislund!

Carlisle Presbytery is organizing a trip to the Harrisburg Senators game at
City Island Park in Harrisburg on Sunday, June 28th. The game pits the
Senators against the Erie Seawolves and it starts at 2:00 pm.

This game takes place during Breast Cancer Awareness week and the play-
ers will be using pink baseballs to raise awareness of this disease. Ladies are
invited to support the cause by attending the game.

Tickets are $8.00 per person and $4.00 of each ticket goes to Krislund if
250+ tickets are sold. Reservations are due by June 21st. Call the Presbytery
office at 717-737-6821 ot send an email to ssouder@catlislepby.org for res-
ervations or more information on the spot!
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EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER TO HIS CONGREGATION FROM
PASTOR LOU NYIRI, JCCC MEMBER

The JCCC wants you to know that the first ministry goal
we have is to provide a first class summer Christian camp-
ing experience which is relevant for the young people who
will attend Krislund this summer.

Our second ministry goal is to pro-

The JCCC has taken full responsibility of the financial man-
agement of the camp including a competent and re-energized
financial committee that is committed to a realistic 2009
budget that is attainable and balanced.

What can we do as congregations and as individuals to

vide a conference center where
clergy and laity can find ongoing
Christian education, spititual devel-
opment and nurture.

Our third ministry goal is to provide
a ministry of comprehensive hospi-
tality to outside groups.

You may have heard that Krislund
has undergone some financial issues. The JCCC recognizes
and realizes that they have an obligation to provide over-
sight and accountability for the overwhelming financial
support of the three presbyteries that give to Krislund.

As a result, the JCCC has authorized the CPA firm of
Boyer & Ritter to review all camp finances.

JUNIOR HIGH CANOE TRIP SAILS IN JUNE

The West Branch of the Susquehanna River is perfect for both beginning canoeists
and experienced paddlers and that’s where we’ll be from June 28th to July 3rd.
We'll start below Clearfield and paddle our way towards Renovo. The group of 6th
to 8th graders and their leaders will camp along the way, learn how to “read” the
water and pack a boat while absorbing the special beauty along the way.

Adventure guides will lead this coed trip and provide spiritual applications.

COLLECTING ROCKS

The other day, my four year-old son Ashton and I decided to remodel the fire-pit in
our front yard. This required us to go ‘rock hunting’. I told him that we were only
looking for rocks that were big and flat so they would stack better.

The plan was for him to be the eyes and myself to be the muscle. I quickly realized
that a four year-olds perception of big is different than mine... even the perception
of flat is different!

I gave in and allowed him to start placing smaller rocks in the back of the Gator to
haul back to the house. As it turns out, I needed his smaller rocks to fill the gaps
and to level out my larger rocks. This situation made me realize how many times we
only look at the big picture.

Looking at Krislund is no exception for most people.

CONTINUE PRAYING
FOR KRISLUND’S
MINISTRY, HER STAFF,
VOLUNTEERS AND THE
CAMPERS WHO WILL
EXPERIENCE THIS
SUMMER’S PROGRAM

help Krislund?

morte details)

By Art DeVos, Program Director

Continue praying for Krislund’s ministry, her staff,
volunteers and the campers who will experience this
summer’s program. Send your children to camp and
have them invite a friend to go along too. Volunteer
for a week this summer to help the camp staff (plus
you’ll get to see how it operates).

Lastly, you could go to the Harrisburg Senators game
on June 28th as part of Carlisle Presbytery Day where half of
the $8.00 ticket price will go to Krislund. (see article at left for

If you would like more information about how to get in-
volved with Camp Krislund contact the camp office.

THE POTTER FAMILY
(CONT. FROM PAGE 3)

This summer we are looking forward
to two visiting families from PA. The
Wylies, from State College, will be
coming for three weeks in July. Pastor
Tracie Bullis and her family from
Philipsburg First Presbyterian Church
will be visiting in August. One of the
great things about visitors is having
the opportunity to play at tourist
where one lives. So in the slower part
of summer, when the kids are out of
school and Lance isn’t needed at
school everyday, we will get to explore
this beautiful country. We are looking
forward to it immensely. Sometimes
the thought of fun adventures ahead
gives us the extra energy we need to
finish well. For Lance the desire to

RIGHT NOW WE ARE IN A
‘MAKE-OVER’ STAGE AND
MAKING MANY
IMPROVEMENTS TO MAKE
THINGS MORE
COMFORTABLE AND
MORE BEAUTIFUL IN THE
LONG RUN. THAT WOULD

They see the big picture and where we are going how-
ever they don’t always see how we need to get there.
Right now we are in a ‘make-over’ stage and making
many improvements to make things more comfortable
and more beautiful in the long run. That would be con-
sidered the big picture or big rocks if you will.

We need volunteers to continue to come and help in

finish the school year well and get
things ready for the year ahead keeps
him going.

May God Bless each and every one
of us and may we all strive to feel His
presence in our lives each and every

our clean-up efforts. We need volunteers to come help BE CONSIDERED THE BIG day.
us in the kitchen this summer. We need people who are ~ ©'©TURE OR BIG ROCKS )
IF YOU WILL. Lance and Debbie Potter

willing to help us focus on the small picture and bring
in the little rocks!
Blessings, Art
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Presbytery Calendar

JUNE
June 4
June 8
June 10-11

June 16

June 23

June 24
June 25

JULY
July 3

July 11-14
July 14

July 15
July 16

July 17
July 22-24

AUGUST
Aug. 11

Aug. 12
Aug. 20

Aug. 25

1:30pm — Council meeting at Presbytery Offices
1:30pm — Nominating Com. at Presbytery Offices

Synod Summer Conference at Wilson College, Cham-
bersburg, PA

4:00pm - Joint Camp and Conference Committee
(JCCC) at Krislund

47ish” Committee on Ministry (COM) at Clearfield
Church

6:00pm — Presbytery Meeting at Clearfield Church
9:30am — Quarterly Staff meeting and picnic

10:00am — Resource Center Task Force meeting at
State College Church

Presbytery Offices closed in observance of Independ-
ence Day

Presbyterian Women Churchwide Gathering in Louis-
ville, KY

4:00pm - Joint Camp and Conference Committee
(JCCC) at Krislund

9:30am — Staff meeting at Presbytery Offices

1:00pm — Leadership Umbrella Team (LUT) meeting at
Presbytery Offices

Agape Herald article deadline
GA Stated Clerk Gradye Parsons to visit our Presby-
tery

4:00pm - Joint Camp and Conference Committee
(JCCC) at Krislund

9:30am — Staff meeting at Presbytery Offices
1:00pm — Nominating Committee meeting

9:30am — Discipleship Umbrella Team (DUT) meeting
at Pine Grove Mills

1:30pm — Administrative Umbrella Team (AUT) meet-
ing at Presbytery Offices

WEST KISH COFFEEHOUSE

PRESENTS:
-Rich Burns—Folk/Classic 60’s, 70’s, 80's

-Nathan Shirk - Singer/songwriter
-Nathaniel Mowery — Solo guitarist
Saturday June 20, 2009

Prayer Request Calendar

15

22

29

13

20

27

JUNE 2009

Synod of the Trinity

Synod Staff

Elder Deb Hetrick, Commissioner
Rev. Bob Dunkelberger Commissioner

Spring Creek Congregation in Le-
mont

Rev. David Meyer, Stated Supply,
Moderator

Highland Park Congregation in
Lewistown

Rev. Christina Trimble, Pastor

Lewistown Congregation
Rev. James Thomas, Pastor

Lower Spruce Creek Congregation
Rev. John Dean, Moderator
Rev. Norman Huff, Stated Supply

Clearfield Congregation
Rev. Bob Mellgard, Pastor
Curwensville Congregation
Rev. Gary Califf, Moderator

JULY 2009

McAlevy's Fort Congregation
Daniel Mortis, CLLP
McVeytown Congregation
Rev. Jeanette Mater, Pastor

Milesburg Congregation
Rev. Barbara Mosch, Pastor

Osceola Mills Congregation

Rev. Richard Berggren, Temporary
Supply

Rev. Chuck Swanson, Moderator
Orbisonia Congregation

Rev. Christina Trimble, Moderator
Upper Spruce Creek Congregation
Rev. John Diller, Pastor

Elder Candace Dannaker, Temporary
Supply Pastor

West Kish Coffeehouse is located in the West
Kishacoquillas Presbyterian church, 3820 W.
Main St. Belleville, PA, 17004. The coffeehouse
is a venue for local musicians and performance

artists. The admission is free and coffee, sodas,

Show starts promptly at 7:00pm
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and light fare are provided. Contributions are
accepted to cover costs.

West Kish Coffeehouse

westkishch@embargmail.com




' “‘\w-/— DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE

\Y/ 24TH ANNUAL CHRISTIAN
f

The marvelous things God has
done... passing it on to the next generation

3%~ RETREAT FOR ADULTS WITH
DISABILITIES? THE SYNOD OF THE TRINITY
3PM Friday—1PM SEPT. 18-20. 2009 2009 SUMMER CONFERENCE
Sunday ’ i
Kenbrook Bible Camp, JUNE 10-11
Lebanon, PA WILSON COLLEGE,
All Adults With Disabilities Welcome! CHAMBERSBURG, PA

For More Information, contact:
. Pamela Eliason, Co-Chairperson
Phone: (304) 772-3332
Email: ppeliason@yahoo.com
. Janet Kephart, Co-Chairperson
Phone: (814) 339-6613
Email: janet_kephart@yahoo.com
Sponsored By:
The Adults With Disabilities Network
Synod of the Trinity
Presbyterian Church USA

o ,0 \
@nsuan Education News

Good grief! Who wants
to talk about the fall when we’re enjoying the sum-
mer?! Well, we have to when we work in the
church, so we can be ready with our programs!

But it’s hard sometimes to plan ahead when your
mind is enjoying the relaxing summer sun!

Maybe | can help you out a bit! There are lots of
resources available to you as you begin to think
about ministering to children and youth this fall.
First of all, if you were already using the PCUSA We
Believe curriculum, you’ll be excited to know that it
has been RESHAPED, REVITALIZED, and RE-
FORMED. The PCUSA spent 18 months asking
Presbyterians across the country what they liked
about We Believe and how it could be even better!
| am really looking forward to getting my hands on
it from what | have seen!

Check it out online at: www.psuca.org/webelieve

There is also another new curriculum called KID
CONNECTION. It is a multi-age curriculum with

ON-CAMPUS $175 COMMUTER $75

Guest Speaker: William J. (Beau) Weston

Please complete a registration form for every
participant. Mail your form with your check,
made out to The Synod of the Trinity, to:
Summer Conference Registration, 3040 Market
St., Camp Hill, PA, 17011 by:

Friday, May 29, 2009
Visit www.syntrinity.org for more information.

I Know the Truth « Tell the Story ¢ Live the Word !

ARE YOU READY FOR FALL 2009?

small church flexibility and a big focus. KID CONNEC-
TION is designed to be easy to teach with a limited
teaching pool, it connects to your budget, and makes
the connection with kids! To preview materials visit
www.KidConnectiononline.org

One of the best resources that | use when | plan for the
programs at our church is a magazine called, “Ideas,”
from the PCUSA. If you are interested in getting your
own copy, look online at www.pcusa.org/ideas. It is
filled with lots of good "ideas" from other congrega-
tions and many resources to check out!

As the designated POINT person for our Presbytery, |
am “on call” and happy to talk with anyone about ques-
tions you may have about planning for education pro-
grams for all ages, curriculum, and resources in your
church!

Deannine Shipman, Director of Education & Program at
State College Presbyterian Church (814-238-2422)
DShipman@scpresby.org
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Agape Herald Editorial and Production Team

2009 Publication Sched-

Submission Public-
deadline: ation:
Jan. 16 | Feb/March

March 20 | April/May
May 15 | June/July
July 17 | Aug./Sept.
Sept. 18 | Oct./Nov.
Nov. 13 Dec./Jan

Agape Herald is published by the Presbytery of Huntingdon. It is the respon-
sibility of the Communications Subcommittee of the Administrative Umbrella Team.
Editorial and Production Team:

Jill Sajeski (alwwilson@verizon.net) 814-669-5047

Pegey Kendall (w_kendall@comcast.net) 814-238-7875

Bill Conway (4conways@comcast.net) 814-342-5930

Jake Wagner (jacobew(@verizon.net) 717-543-5726

Sara Guy (sguv@pennswoods.net) 814-236-2658

Nancy Kraybill (nwkraybill@yahoo.com) 814-330-0621

Bob Himes (blkpatch@embargmail.com) 717-667-9673
Chuck Hayes (chayes@clearnet.net) 814-378-8162

Alice Meloy (ammrem75@jinnernet.net) 717-349-2685
Mary Frances Jaymes (mfjaymes@yahoo.com) 814-259-3256

Bill Croyle (Larmstrong8@verizon.net)

Please send all information and potential articles/photos to Al Wilson - alwwilson@verizon.net or 1449 Curtin

St., State College, PA 16803 by the submission deadline. We also need additional persons to serve on the Edito-

rial Team which gathers information on congregational events, ministries and missions to share through the

newsletter. Please contact Al if interested.
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